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Formation Process of School Excursion by Separation of
Military-style March in the Mid-Meiji Period

Takeshi SOYAMA

Abstract

Shiigaku ryoko were originally established by Tokyo Normal School, a national teacher training school,
in the mid-Meiji period. At the beginning, these excursions were educational trips involving overnight
stays, and combined military-style marching, called kogun, with naturalistic observation. Subsequently,
normal schools and middle schools nationwide adopted this type of school trip. Later, marching was
replaced with train travel, and military training was separated from school excursions, resulting in a
touristic form of shiigaku ryoko, which was then maintained by schools around Japan over the Taisho
and Showa periods. The main factor behind such widespread support was that shiigaku ryoko provided a
wide range of people with opportunities to experience tourism; and second, teachers and students contin-
ued to value the recreation and friendship that they enjoyed through such excursions.

Keywords: school excursion, normal school, military-style marching, railroad transport





