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Abstract

Discussion about international mindedness continues to flourish as researchers continue to search for a
universally accepted definition of this term and what it means in this increasingly multicultural globalized world
that we live in. While students who are currently enrolled in ‘international schools’ or schools that offer an
‘international education’ can be characterised as being ‘international’ in some way, what is less clear is what the
description ‘international’ actually means when applied to these young learners in these schools. This paper
proposes that the reason for the ambiguity is in part due to the word ‘international’ not having any literal
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meaning, except on a superficial level, when applied in an educational context. Examples of current research on

international mindedness all seem to arrive at a similar conclusion. When schools talk about ‘international

education’, what they may be referring to is ‘intercultural education’. The paper will also discuss how

organizations such as the International Baccalaureate support schools in developing a curriculum that fosters

intercultural understanding and respect under the guise of ‘international-mindedness’, and why this may be a

reason for its recent popularity with schools in search of an international program.
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