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Current Status and Issues of Sister City Partnerships
Between Japan and France:
Toward a Sustainable Sister City Exchange

Sylvie GILLET=SUZUKI, Naoki KOBAYASHI

Abstract

The sister city relationship was born as part of the peace movement after the Second World War to
promote cross-cultural exchanges between citizens, but its significance has gradually changed over time.

This article focuses on the Japan-France sister city exchanges and examines the current situation
and challenges faced by local governments in Japan and France, in order to find ways of improving the
exchanges to make it sustainable.

Of the 54 sister city relationships between Japan and France, interviews were conducted with 10
Japanese cities in 2017 and with 5 French cities among the 10 sister city partners in 2018. The study
of the local self-government systems of the sister cities in both countries and their post-war evolution
revealed that the “sister city partnership” in Japan and the corresponding “decentralised cooperation”
in France do not always coincide. With the advent of the “decentralised cooperation” in 1992, local
governments in France began to support exchanges between French and Japanese citizens, while
increasingly seeking to implement joint projects and share public policy know-how in order to revitalize
local areas. On the other hand, Japanese local governments focus mainly on cultural and personal
exchanges and few consider sister city exchanges as an opportunity to rethink local public policies. In
order to improve this situation, the survey revealed the need for cross-sectoral cooperation between the
departments in charge of international exchange and other local government departments, as well as the
promotion of networking between actors from different sectors in the relevant sister cities.

The survey also confirmed that there is a strong interest in each other’s culture among French and
Japanese citizens. Local governments should continue to actively support this desire for exchange
between citizens. However, in order for sister city exchanges to be sustainable, it will be increasingly
necessary for sister city exchange policies to bring some substantial benefits to both local governments.

Keywords: Japan-France sister city relationship, local authorities, decentralised cooperation, sharing of
know-how, sustainable



