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Educational Significance and Role of “Songs of Life”
in Early Childhood: From Perspective of Domain
“Words” and Domain “Expressions”

Keisuke YAMAGUCHI, Koya ASAHI, Masako SASAMORI

Abstract

Until now, “songs of life” have mostly been considered based on the theory-of-instruction ap-
proach that emphasizes the aspect of “teaching” by caregivers. In this paper, we reconsider such
songs through the theory-of-teaching-materials approach that focuses on the aspect of “learning”
by children in early childhood, and examine the educational significance and role of “songs of
life” derived from the characteristics of teaching materials in childcare. In addition, based on the
theory-of-instruction approach, we focus on the four songs — “Akushu de Konnichi wa (‘Hello with
a Handshake’)”, “Onaka no Heru Uta (‘The I-Get-Hungry Song’)”, “Sanpo (‘Let’s Walk’)” and “Bus
Gokko (‘Bus Pretend Play’)” — that have often been classified as “songs of life” in past research,
and attempt an analysis from the viewpoint of domain “expressions” focusing on the “melody” and
domain “words” focusing on the “lyrics.” As a result, it was clarified that the significance of “songs
of life” as being vibrant, natural, and connected with life, and their role of supporting the desirable
“mental and physical development” of children in early childhood, as revealed by the theory-of-
teaching-materials approach, also applies to songs that are often classified as “songs of life” based
on the theory-of-instruction approach.

Keywords: Songs of life, life and music, teaching materials, environment





