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A study about the involvement of the youth in the
Tourism Promotion of Minamisatsuma, Kagoshima

Haruo ORITO, Aya AKIYAMA

Abstract

Many local governments in Japan are striving for regional activation through tourism promotion. No
longer an era of mass tourism, these governments are now focusing on “local tours” to attract tourists,
even from nearby areas. Local life and local inhabitants can become “tourist attractions” as visitors
seek authentic experiences; however, the aging of people in rural areas is a serious problem when
implementing this type of tourism promotion. For example, local residents may want to participate in
local tourism promotion, but it is often physically difficult for them to do so. This has been one of most
noticeable effects of Japan’s outflow of youth.

Younger generations in Japan have left rural areas to live in larger cities; however, recently, more
youth have been seeking comfortable and satisfied lives in suburban cities . Such a situation is a
significant opportunity for these districts to promote tourism. These youth may serve as main players in
tourism promotion activities, and as “area supporters” if they plan to stay in the area long term.

In this study, I carried out a questionnaire with students at the following three high schools in
Minamisatsuma: Kagoshima Prefectural Kaseda High School, Hooh High School, and Kagoshima
Prefectural Kaseda-jojun High School. Among other questions, the survey asked students to consider
their potential roles in future tourism promotion.

Keywords: Local tours as authentic experiences, Minamisatsuma in Kagoshima, Comfortable and
Satisfied Life in Suburban Cities, Involvement of the Youth in the Tourism Promotion



