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Current Status and the Tasks for Students who Show the
Autistic Characteristics: Importance of Spectrum
Viewpoint from Typical to Atypical Development

Asano NISHIDA, Sayuri TAKAHIRA

Abstract

It becomes an explicit fact that students who show the autistic characteristics has been increas-
ing more and more in any Japanese university. It may induce an argument in which there are no
clear boundary between autistic characteristics in the atypical development and a conspicuous in-
dividuality in the typical development. The most recent findings in genetic research suggest that
gene expressions are influenced by environmental factors and it may explain the continuity and
the variability between TD and ASD. However, these findings are not shared at the educational
settings. Therefore, this paper discusses about the current status and problems regarding the
students who have autism characteristics based on six viewpoints. First, we discussed about the
students who show some of the autism characteristics and also seriousness of the psych medical
problems of those students. Next, we mentioned about the support system and the assessment
tools that is necessary for not only the students who already diagnosed as an autism, but also stu-
dents who are placed in subthreshold area. Then, we summarized the previous studies related to
the university students who have the Autism characteristics and provided the possibility for fu-
ture assessment for such students. Finally, we discussed about the importance of the spectrum
viewpoint in which continuity from typical to atypical development in terms of students’ support
system in the university

Keywords : university students, subthreshold case, autism spectrum disorder
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