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German Politics and ‘Alternative for Germany’:
German federal election (2017) and populism

Soh SHIMIZU

Abstract

The trends of populism in the German Politics were analyzed in this paper. From around 2009, several
crises hit the EU governance (e.g. Greek government-debt crisis in 2010, Ukrainian crisis in 2014, Euro-
pean migrant crisis and terror attack in 2015). In 2016, Britain chose the process ‘Brexit’ (leaving from
the EU).

The EU governance is divided into politically two trends, (1) the rule which is dominated by the Es-
tablishment (ruling by the elite: the EU summit and the EU bureaucracy) and (2) populism which is sup-
ported by mass society or huge amount of public workers. These situations were brought by globaliza-
tion which accelerated from 1990s and caused new type of class (rich and poor trend).

In the case of German Politics, extreme right-wing party, Alternative for Germany (German: Alferna-
tive fiir Deutschland, AfD) got strong power after European migrant crisis. In 2017, federal election was
held in Germany and AfD got the third position with 94 seats at the Bundestag, whereas Christian Demo-
cratic Union of Germany and Christian Social Union in Bavaria (German, CDU/CSU) got the first position
with 246 seats and the German Social Democratic Party (German, SPD) got the second position with
153 seats. The key concept of AfD is a preference for direct democracy, anti-Euro policy and xenophobic
attitude to foreigners. The rise of AfD has strong impact on the Federal Republic of Germany based on
democratic system.

Keywords: the EU, populism, AfD, German Politics, globalization



