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Early Childhood Educational Practical Training Records
by Documentation

Keiko IWATA, Hirotomo OMAMEUDA, Mieko SUZUKI
Satoki TAZAWA, Ayano TAMPO

Abstract

‘We examined the advantages and problems of introducing documentation into training diaries
when university students received practical training in nursery schools in Japan. Study 1 ana-
lyzed four episodes wherein nursery school teachers and university students used documenta-
tion-type training diaries, whereas Study 2 examined the contents of the documentation-type train-
ing diary in terms of characteristics that distinguish it from a conventional training diary. The
studies obtained the following results: (1) Notating children’s interest and involvement of stu-
dents during playtime became easy upon using a documentation-type training diary. (2) Docu-
mentation facilitated the training of teachers, particularly in terms of children’s perspectives and
learning from university students through educational practical records. (3) Students were en-
couraged to discuss early childhood educational practices and were open to share with teachers.
Furthermore, in comparison with the conventional training diary, the relationship between the
training teacher and students became one in which they were “thinking together” using the doc-
umentation-type training diary. Thus, exploring other avenues where the documentation-type
training diary provides effective support in terms of early childhood care and educational practic-
es is necessary.

Keywords: documentation, training of nursery teachers, early childhood educational practical
records
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