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2016 4F 36,226 4,243 16,386 11,621
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The Development of China's International
Tourism Industry and the Potential for Future
Travel to Japan

Hideo MIKI

Abstract

In 1997, the ban on overseas travel for Chinese was lifted. Since then, the number of Chinese travel-
ing abroad surpassed 100 million in 2014 and reached 169.21 million in 2019, the most recent year. Now-
adays, more Chinese people travel abroad than the Japanese population in a year. Although the popula-
tions of China and Japan differ in size, the number of Japanese traveling abroad finally exceeded 20 million
in 2019, 55 years after the liberalization of overseas travel in 1964. In recent years, Chinese demand for
overseas travel has been booming, but China's international tourism began in earnest with inbound tour-
ism in the 1980s, triggered by the reform and opening-up policies of 1978. China's travel agencies grew
thanks to this inbound demand. Later, the number of countries that Chinese people could visit overseas
gradually expanded, and the tide of travelers shifted from inbound to outbound. The history of China's
international tourism has been one of gradual development under national policies and regulations, but
in the 21st century, the Internet began to encroach on the business domain of traditional travel agencies
in China, and the number of Chinese tourists using online travel agents increased rapidly. Compared to
20 years ago, the requirements for Chinese nationals to leave Japan have been relaxed, making it easier
for them to travel abroad. However, even today, Chinese visitors to Japan still require a tourist visa,
which is issued and managed through Japanese and Chinese travel agencies, Japanese diplomatic mis-
sions in China, and the Japan Tourism Agency. In addition, Japanese travel agencies (land operators) are
responsible for acting as guarantors until the Chinese traveler returns to China. Chinese travel to Japan
has developed in stages due to the policies and regulations of both Japan and China. But it is expected to
increase in response to social changes such as rising income levels and technological innovations among
the Chinese. Such a swell of demand will affect the current acceptance system, and new ways of receiv-
ing visitors will be considered.

Keywords: Chinese tourists, tourism policy, tourist visa to Japan, internet



