FMRTE 12 —F NIRRT ZEAA ZE— 2020 pp. 59~65
STUDIESIN ART 12 —Bulletin of Tamagawa University, College of Arts— 2020

[(ffize/ — b

FREFICBT ) a—5—2k

— XS VT TINICONT D —EEE—

Teaching the Recorder in the Classroom
—Some Thoughts on Tonguing Syllables—
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Abstract

This paper focuses on tonguing, one of the foundations of recorder playing, in the context of teach-
ing the recorder in elementary and junior high schools. In particular, it identifies the variety of tongu-
ing syllables, and the possibilities for teaching them. Almost all children beginning to study the re-
corder start with the “Tu” tonguing in the recorder textbook. However, based on personal experience
teaching tonguing to children, this author has come to believe and would like to make it more widely
known that this actually may be one of the more difficult tonguing syllables for children. This paper
addresses this issue from three vantage points: (i) first, tonguing, which is a foundation of successful
recorder playing, and especially the reason for the apparent difficulty in using the tonguing “Tu”; (ii)
second, the variety of tonguing syllables, and the potentials of each, and which tonguing syllables are
typically easier for children to produce; (iii) third, how to achieve correct “pronunciation” of the vari-
ous tonguing syllables, and the correct positioning of the tongue for each, and based on this summa-
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rize some possibilities for teaching tonguing more successfully in the future.

Keywords: recorder, tonguing syllables, educational instruments, introductory level education, junior
high (middle school) education
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