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The Current Statuses and Issues about Qualifications of
Directors of Facilities in Early Childhood Education and
Care (ECEC)

Satoki TAZAWA

Abstract

The purposes of this study are to clear current statuses about qualifications of directors of fa-
cilities in early childhood education and care (ECEC) and to discern issues how these should be
required.

There are differences in required qualifications of directors depending on the type of facilities
which they run - kindergartens, nursery schools, integrated ECEC centers or community-based
childcare centers. As a common point, they are permitted even if they do not have ECEC teachers
license or not necessarily are required their experience as practitioners in ECEC fields. Especial-
ly, most of directors in private facilities do not have ECEC teachers license.

They should take wide variety of roles, which are to manage their facilities, as a matter of
course, to collaborate and cooperate external, and so on. It is also evident that it would influence
the quality how they can understand ECEC theoretically and practically.

In fact, it is not enough that they have ECEC teachers licenses or experience to practice. It is
necessary to consider immediately what and how qualifications are needed for guaranteeing high
quality of education and care as they could play wide variety of roles.

Keywords: facility in early childhood education and care (ECEC), director of facility in early
childhood education and care (ECEC), qualification of director



