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Reflective Practice for the Sake of Double-Loop Learning:
A Study Based on Agricultural Practice

Kaori NAKAMURA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the significance and outlook of agricultural practice for
the students of college of Education.

The paper is organized as follows. In beginning, it shows the purpose and background of this
research, such as the situation of modern society, and the current requirement of human develop-
ment by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry in Japan, and the Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development. Then it overviews and analyses the agricultural experience
of the students of college of Education. The paper, in particular, analyses the reports written by
the students of the year 2019, from the point of views of “double-loop learning” which has been
proposed by Chris Argyris and Donald Schon.

As a result of these considerations, it is clear that the agricultural experience brings an aware-
ness of the issues on the mental models and cultivate the mind of “reflective practitioner”. More-
over, it can be said that the role of education is to prompt the collaborative and reflective learning
experience for the sake of double-loop learning, especially, in the modern society in a VUCA
world.

Keywords: agricultural experience, reflective practitioner, mental model, double-loop learning,
organizational learning
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