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Child autonomy that happened on one-years-old child
How empathetic relationship works for children’s behavior

i Hme
Satoe Kikuchi

Abstract : Early childhood education should focus on fostering child autonomy and allowing children to take
initiative. Until now, children’s play behavior has been treated as a product of their individual personality traits.
This simplistic view fails to take into account each child’s individual situation and environmental factors.
Newborn babies develop close relationships with new people through interactions that involve physical
touch, sound or eye contact. This study draws on the concept that these emotional bonds allow infants to learn
advantageous behaviors. On that basis, Ai, a one-year-old child, was observed interacting with her parents and
her play behavior was analyzed in order to provide insight into the nature of how children develop autonomy. It
was found that even seemingly spontaneous reactions to her parents reading a book to her demonstrated
accumulated learned behavior from previous experiences in similar contexts. Ai’s case study adds to the
growing body of evidence that empathetic relationships are vital to the develop of learned behaviors in
childhood. This finding highlights the importance of stable environments, both at home and in educational

facilities, to early childhood development.
Keywords: child autonomy, empathetic relationships, spontaneous reactions
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