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Meaning of the Method in Spinoza’s
Tractatus de Intellectus Emendatione

Wataru AKIHO

Abstract

This paper addresses an interpretation of the meaning of Spinoza’s method which is presented
in his early work Tractatus de intellectus emendatione (hereafter TIE), by focusing on two figures
“way” and “tool”. We present our interpretation as follows: first, we bring out characteristics of
Spinoza’s method by contrast with the determinations of the method in Descartes’ Regulae ad di-
rectionem ingenii, one of Descartes’ early works whose influence upon TIE has been disputed.
Then, by articulating the functions of Spinoza’s method, the paper points out the complication of
his discussion on the relation between method and philosophical system. Besides, the paper
shows that this complication provokes the ambiguity of Spinoza’s description concerning the role
the method has to fulfill, and that this ambiguity may bring about, on the side of interpreters, mis-
understanding on the role of Spinoza’s method, due to the historical conception of the connection
between method and philosophical system, and also because of their prejudice that TIE is the
methodological introduction to Spinoza’s philosophical system. Finally, the paper offers a hypoth-
esis that the method presented in TIE is not intended as an introduction to his philosophical sys-
tem, but as multipurposed general method which is applicable to various sciences as mathematics
and the rest.

Keywords: Spinoza, Tractatus de Intellectus Emendatione, Method, Way, Tool
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