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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the musical characteristics of creative taiko and then pres-
ent a perspective on taiko as a musical culture, as well as its application to music education. Creative
taiko is a performing art that has its roots in folk music. It has a popular appeal as entertainment mu-
sic, but it is also oriented toward artistic music. In this paper, [ use Miyakejima Kamiki Mikoshi Taiko,
a performance that reproduces part of a folkloric performance but was created for performance on
stage, as a case study. I focus on the ingenuity of the composition in the process of its establishment as
a performance. I also explore the role of oral chanting in its transmission, and I clarify its relationship
to other performing arts, as well as its effects. In music education, teachers can increase students’ sen-
sitivity to sound and music by giving the students the clues they need to view creative taiko as “music
that can be the object of pure contemplation” from various performing arts. They can also achieve this
through the application of oral chanting.
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