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HE carly stage of missionary work in China has long since passed.
The missionary's first great need was the Bible in the Chinese
language. Thanks to the Bible Societics, that weant has been

well supplied. For a long time the missionaries and Chinese Christians
have had the Word of Ged in their own language, in many versions, from
numerous missionaries, and much of in it various dialects, as well as in
different styles of type.

The Tract Societies have also published a vast amount of litera-
ture throwing light on the Sacred Word. Especisl mention may be
made of the commentaries on different books and portions of the Bible.

Just now the Chinese Tract Society is earrying through the press
two Commentaries, from different authors, on the whole Bible, including
both the Old and New Testaments.

Notwithstanding all theso helps to the right understanding of the
Word of God, a Bisue Dicriowany, with fall explanation of the namea
of places and other diffieult words, with good maps and illustrations, has
long been a desideratum.

The present is an attempt to translate from the American Tract
Socioty’s able work those parts which it was thought the Chinese Chris-
tinn would most need.

Others have helped, but Mr. Zee Ve-wae has translated the most
of it, and Mr. Tsoong Ta-nung has looked after the style. Mrs. Faraham
hus gone over the whole very carefully, and finally it has been passed on
by the Chinese Tract Seciety’s Examining Committes.

This Second Edition has been carefully revised, and is now
sent forth with the prayer that it may help God's people, and especially
His ministers, to better understand His own most precious Word.

JO M, W. FARNHAM.

SravcuAr, Felruary 17th, 1905,
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