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Descriptive Analysis on #0wnVoices
in Modern Picture Books

Yumi MATSUMOTO

Abstract

Modern picture books vary rapidly in many respects including form, style, and theme. In par-
ticular, the developing of new materials, the progress of printing technique and a trend of multi-
cultural education, provide freedom of selecting artistic style and topics expressed in the picture
books. In these days, many picture book author concentrate on the introspection of children
which leads to the state of maturing emotionally and mentally as a human being.

Maurice Scndak is the one who opened the door of the picture books to the such an introspec-
tion which is thought to be indispensable to maturation of children towards adults. Sendak has
expressed changing feeling of the protagonist with the wild things in his mind, which made an
epoch of the style of expression describing dialogue between protagonist and his/her inner mind
called #OwnVoices, It has opened adults eyes also to the reality of children.

Keywords: picture books, post-modern, modern picture books, theme, #ownvoices
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