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Practical Report on Visiting Classes: “Endangered Species Leading to the Future:
Yokohama Medaka (Minami Medaka Higashi Japan Type)”
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Abstract : Classes using the Yokohama native Minami Medaka (Higashi Japan Type), which is designated as
an endangered species, as a teaching material, were conducted from the following three perspectives: “life,” a
section B of the elementary school course of study.

1. “Relationship between living things and the environment”

By thinking about the cause of the endangered species of medaka, which was a familiar creature, we made
people realize that the destruction of the environment will results in the loss of biodiversity, including
humans, as well as medaka. Develop an interest in the preservation of Yokohama'’s nature.

2. “Structure and function of living things”

By observing adult fish, males and females of medaka can be distinguished from the appearance of the

body. The male numbness is parallelogram, the dorsal and the anal fins exhibit a notch in the posterior
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region. The feature of female numbness is a narrow and triangular anal fin with short fin rays, and the dorsal
fin has no notch in the posterior region.
3. “Continuity of life”

“The meaning of the difference in the shape of the fins” is to make you realize that it is to ensure
fertilization and give birth to life through watching videos such as NHK for School. In addition, each person
observes fertilized eggs with a transmission microscope, and easily observes the beating of the heart of
embryos until hatihing. Through watching videos and observing under a microscope, the view point of
“continuity of life”, which is the connection of life, is acquired, and at the same time, the mystery of life is
pondered, the attitude of respecting life and the feeling of love for nature are expressed. We will connect what

we will grow.
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