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1. Grammatical competence —the knowledge of the language code (grammatical rules,
vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling, etc.)

2. Sociolinguistic competence —the mastery of the sociocultural code of language use
(appropriate application of vocabulary, register, politeness and style in a given situation.)

3. Discourse competence — the ability to combine language structures into different types of

cohesive texts (e.g., political speech, poetry).

— 106 —



HAREEICBT 2 70— UL H ERO KA

4. Strategic competence —the knowledge of verbal and non-verbal communication strategies
which enable the learner to overcome difficulties when communication breakdowns occur

and which enhance the efficiency of communication.
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Trying to Make Japanese National University Students
Global-Minded: Investigating Student Cognizance through
Coursework

Sakiko YONEDA, Kishio HIDAKA

Abstract

Globalization is the new reality. This exacerbates the issue of global-oriented human resources.
Based on previous research (Yoneda et al., 2017), this paper focuses on fostering global-minded-
ness business perspectives at a regional national university in Tohoku, Japan. We used a project-
based learning (PBL) method and questioned if students could become more global vis-a-vis busi-
ness through such a course.

The course comprised of two sections with two lecturers drawn from business backgrounds.
49 first-year students were assigned tasks which included mock problems to solve. Two tasks
were consecutively assigned; students were assumed to be employees of an international Japa-
nese company and the faculty. A mock problem based on reality was then introduced in each sec-
tion. Evaluation was based on modified rubrics employed in previous research (Yoneda et al.,
2017). Student performance was self-assessed via a 10 point Likert scale and open-ended descrip-
tive questionnaires were expected to explain why students chose their scores. To examine per-
formance differentials, a paired #test was used for statistical analysis. We found that the students
were able to internalize processes to allow them to work internationally, use time efficiently, and
make proposals in an appropriate style.

Keywords: Project-Based Learning (PBL), inter-cultural/lingual communication, global education
in regional universities, pre-research the counterpart, rubric, best practice
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