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Scientific Conception from the Perspective of Childhood
Play: Focus on ‘Sound’, ‘Light’, ‘Weights’, and ‘Air’
in “Introductory Science” in the Nursery Teacher
Training Course

Kyoko ISHIT

Abstract

This study examines the nature play in early childhood from the viewpoint of the fundamental
experience that supports their understanding of scientific concepts. As a case study, the author
examined the practice of “Introduction to Science” for students wishing to become childcare pro-
viders. The connection of the basic concepts with the infant’s appearance using “sound,” “light,”
and “weight” as subjects, and the experiments and toy making that were simple and easy to un-
derstand the principles, increased their interest in the subject. Many students deepened their
conceptual understanding and increased their interest in science.

Keywords: early childhood, nature play, scientific concepts





