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Driving safety and the ability to recognize facial expressions: A study of young drivers
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Abstract
Nonverbal communication is crucial for road safety, and the recent reports suggest that young drivers are at a

higher risk of causing accidents. In this study, we investigated the relationship between young drivers’ proficiency

in recognizing facial expressions, as an essential component of social cognition, and their tendency towards reckless

driving. We conducted a facial recognition task to a sample of 28 young drivers and surveyed their driving behavior.

As a result, we found a significant correlation between drivers’ sensitivity to happy facial expressions and their

ability to assess the risk of driving scenarios. Our findings may have important implications for developing targeted

interventions aimed at reducing the risk of accidents among young drivers.
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