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Introducing of the Subject Teacher System in the 5th and
6th Grades of Elementary Schools:
A Perspective on Improving the Number of Teachers

Shinji SAKANO

Abstract

Elementary schools have been managed based on a classroom teacher system. However, due
to the reduction of school seize caused be the declining birth rate, the revision of the Course of
Study to include foreign languages, and the need to accommodate a variety of students, the work-
load of teachers has expanded, and long working hours have become the norm. The number of
teachers has been improved and a framework for subject teacher instruction and small-sized class
has been spread. The subject teacher system in the 5th and 6th Grades has been authorized in
the budget from 2022, because the evidences of needs for introducing the subject teacher system
have been shown by 9 years compulsory schools instituted in 2017, leading examples of small-
group instruction by local authorities, or surveys of teacher work hours. The introducing of the
subject teacher system in the 5th and 6th grades in elementary schools is expected to improve
the quality of education, facilitate smooth connections between elementary and junior high
schools, provide a multifaceted understanding of children, and reduce the burden on teachers.

Keywords: Educational Budget, Number of Teachers, Classroom Management, Articulation
between Schools, Subject Teacher Instruction





