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The Formation of Tourist Attractions in Oarai Town,
Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan:
The Development of Local Culture and the Process of
Formation and Development of Tourist Attractions

Nobuhisa KAMADA, Seishi ISHII, Tadaaki MADENOKO]JI

Abstract

This study examines the formation of Oarai Town in Ibaraki Prefecture as a tourist destination, trac-
ing its development from ancient times to the present day. The analysis focuses on the town's distinctive
lifestyle and cultural heritage, its natural environment, and its evolution as a "recreational area". Further-
more, the study addresses the current status and challenges faced by the town's tourism sector, which
has continued to develop despite significant adversities such as the Great East Japan Earthquake and the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Keywords: Oarai Town, Ibaraki Prefecture, Tourist Destination Formation, Recreational Area, Area Capa-
bility, Great East Japan Earthquake, COVID-19 Pandemic.



