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Educational Purposes and Curricula: Understanding
“Competencies” in Japan and in Germany

Shinji SAKANO

Abstract

After changing the educational law in 2006 and the school law in 2007, the educational purpos-
es in Japan were re-defined. In the article 30 of the school law, the purposes of compulsory edu-
cation are regulated in competencies. In Germany, which has 16 states (Lidnder), school laws in
many states regulate the educational purposes, but few regulate purposes in competencies. Com-
petencies are interpreted as the purposes of the goals of education and the subjects in Japan. In
Germany, competencies have been used as the purposes of education, but nowadays they are
used as the purposes of subjects, too. We need to clarify how to use the concepts of the compe-
tencies.

Keywords: educational purposes, curricula, course of study, competencies, education in Germany





