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William Adams and the western-style ships

Yoshikazu MORI

Abstract

William Adams who is known as the first English man to come to Japan arrived in Japan by
Dutch ship Liefde in 1600. Soon he was treated very well by the Japanese ‘emperor’ Tokugawa
Ieyasu. After a few years of his arrival, he was ordered by Ieyasu to make western-style ships,
and he made two ships. In this paper I examine the process of this ship-building and its historical
meanings connecting with the diplomacy of Ieyasu and Adams’ idea of the expedition of the
north-west passage. Especially I express my view with the relations between Japanese and span-
ish in Philipinne, and also Hollanders, English at that time.

Keywords: William Adams, early Tokugawa diplomacy, western-style ship, north-west passage



