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On ‘Human Nature’ and ‘Personal Character’ in Kant’s
On Pedagogy

Okitomo YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

Menschheit (human nature) plays a central role in Kant’s discussion of education. In his On
Pedagogy, Kant remarks, “Man is the only being who needs education. ... Man can only become
man by education.” For him, “with education is involved the great secret of the perfection of hu-
man nature.” At the same time, however, he also emphasizes the significance of Personlichkeit
(personal character). According to him, “practical (moral) training essentially means “the educa-
tion of a personal character”. The present article attempts to determine whether Kant’s education
aims for human nature or personal character.
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