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Effects of Distributing Time of Handouts on Lecture on
Students’ Learning Outcome

Yuko UOSAKI

Abstract

This study explored how a time of distributing handouts on lecture to students effect on their
learning outcome. I had the same lecture for two classes, and I distributed handouts to the stu-
dents in one class before the lecture, and to the students in the other class after the lecture.

I asked students in both classes to explain one of the topics in the lecture just behind and in
three months after the lecture. Students who got the handouts before the lecture were apt to ex-
plain the content with overall materials on handouts or their own notebooks. Students in both
classes, however, had the same difficulty in searching which information helped them to explain
the topic, so handouts and notebooks were not thought to be able to keep a complete role of ex-
ternal storage for three months.

Keywords: notetaking, handouts on lecture, time of handing out, explaining the contents in a
lecture, external storage
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