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Prospects and Tasks of the UNESCO Associated Schools
Project Network (ASPnet): Its Relations to Values
Education of UNESCO

Makoto KOBAYASHI

Abstract

The UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet) which was established by UNESCO
in 1953 as a worldwide interschool network has been developing rapidly as promoting centres of
United Nations’ initiatives ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) and GAP (Global Action
Programme). In order to make the ASPnet more effective towards urgent global issues such as
ethnic conflicts and climate change, a systematic integration of various values education initiatives
proclaimed by UNESCO is essential. It is because this integration shall facilitate systematic ap-
proach for the bridging between ideals of values education and pedagogical practice in daily
school setting. With regard to the Global Citizenship Education (GCED), a new values education
approach of UNESCO, the formation of global citizenship identity in the minds of youth which
can sublate conflicts between racial, ethnic, religious and political groups psychologically should
be understood as the central educational task of GCED. The ASPnet which shall show itself as
the most effective device to foster the development of global citizenship identity should be able to
enhance its pedagogical competency through higher level of integration of UNESCO’s values ed-
ucation focusing on this task of identity formation for global citizenship.

Keywords: UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet), Education for Sustainable

Development (ESD), values education, peace understanding, Global Citizenship
Education (GCED)



