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Richard Willes’ ‘The Islande Giapan’: The First
Description of Japan in England

Yoshikazu MORI

Abstract

In 1577 a book of cosmography including the first description on Japan in England, ‘The
History of Travayle’, was published in London. The editor Richard Willes was very interested in
non-European world knowing the geographical discoveries at that time. Although Willes had
once studied theology, he inherited the work of Richard Eden who introduced many informations
on the New World to England, and set up a book of cosmography including many countries of
Asia. That is ‘The History of Travayle’, and almost of its contents are from the books of Iberian
states. We can see that the sentences on Japan in Willes’ book are from the letters of Jesuit
missionaries such as Francisco Xavier and Luis Frois. On this paper I show some sentences of
willes’ book, and make it clear that they are truly from them.

Keywords: England in sixteenth century, the age of discoveries, history of relations between
Japan and England



