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Effectiveness of Differences in Describing the Same
Theme on Text Comprehension

Yuko UOSAKI

Abstract

This study explored the differences on text comprehension between two types of text which
were written on the same theme in different ways. After reading one of them, I asked the sub-
jects some questions which were asking the name of researchers whose research was described
on the text and the meaning of two technical terms, and asked them organizing the content of an
article. As a result of comparing the readers of two text, there were few differences on answering
correctly, but were some differences on how they answered. Some subjects who had read the
text described in detail might confuse with other names of researchers which were also written in
the text, and spelling of their name could help readers to get their name correctly. When they
conveyed the meaning of technical terms, readers who had read structurally-defined text often
used the description on the text with no change. In addition, when they were asked to explain the
content of a text in their own words, readers who had read a long detailed text used only the
phrases which were written in the text, but readers who had read a short text added their own ex-
planation or examples.

Keywords: text comprehension, structure of text, detailed description, meaningful learning



