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Abstract

Instructors are often challenged to establish a well-balanced learning environment for group
learning because learners tend to stick together with their close friends. Many studies suggest
some effective methods. However, these methods usually start from certain assumed home
groups and do not discuss how to make home groups. Thus, grouping is important and is
expected to be easy, reflects the instructor’s intention, which is to be fair for the learners, and not
to be time-consuming.

“Group Me! ®” was developed in order to facilitate icebreaking and mutual understanding
among learners through a grouping process. It is a grouping tool to shuffle students, while
reflecting instructor's intention without being noticed by learners. It consists of 20 sets of 6
picture cards of living creatures or plants that appears in Japanese textbooks from the 1st to 4th
grade. It provides a topic to share episodes and memories regarding the picture card (http://
www.tamagawa.ac.jp/info/groupme/).

The purpose of this study is to examine the effectiveness of a grouping tool “Group Me! ®”.
Two comparable classes were chosen and an experimental lesson was conducted in 2013. The
subjects were 62 students from the 5th grade at a public school in Kawasaki, Japan. One class
used “Group Me! ®"and the other used a set of playing cards to make learning groups. After the
grouping, the lesson focused on sharing their thoughts, values, memories, and experiences in
response to a card they picked up from a box in turns. Before and after the lesson, students
described what they thought wonderful or admirable about each group member. The data were
collected by observation and the descriptions of the subjects.

The results showed a significant difference in the descriptions on internal aspect, strength,
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and attitude of the group that used “Group Me In addition, the group that used “Group Me
gave more extensive descriptions on internal aspect, strength, and attitude. Furthermore, the
group that used Group Me! ® wrote sentences describing an episode that was shared when the
topic was about their Group Me! ® card. Therefore, Group Me! ® is an effective grouping tool to

increase mutual understanding and building relationships.
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