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Attempt to Structurize Kaeri-ten in Kanbun:
Introduction of Parentheses as a new Kaeri-ten

Iwao MATSUYAMA

Abstract

Kaeriten system —the traditional system of kanbun annotation in which Classical Chinese writ-
ing is read in Classical Japanese— has some faults in the point of modern logical view. The faults
are examined and the author proposes a new annotation system in which parentheses are intro-
duced. This paper shows that in the traditional kaeriten marks only re-tens are sufficient if we in-
troduce the new parentheses system. Applying to the kanbun education in Japanese school class-
es is also considered.

Keywords: Kanbun, kaeriten, parentheses, structurization
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