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‘Dirck China’ and Japan

Yoshikazu MORI

Abstract

Dirck Gerritszoon Pomp was the first Dutchman to come to Japan in 1580’s before the unification
of Japan by Toyotomi Hideyoshi. He was born in Enkhuizen in Holland and was grown up in Lisbon.
He had moved to Goa where he made his living as a gunner for twenty years. From Goa he visited
China and Japan twice. He returned his hometown in 1590 and told the wonderfulness of China and
Japan to Dutch people repeatedly, so he was called ‘Dirck China’. In 1598 he joined the fleet of expe-
dition to Asia with William Adams, but he was captured by Spanish in South-America. Before that
he made advice to the mates of the ship Liefde of which pilot is William Adams to go to Japan. Later
he was set free and returned his hometown but he joined the fleet of VOC again after two years. Al-
though he was not known well, his influence was not little on the historical relation between Japan
and Europe. On this paper I examine his life, his view of Japan, and his historical role.

Keywords : Dirck Gerritsz. Pomp, William Adams, Japanese contact with Europe, early modern
times
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