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A Study of Competencies Student Teachers Need to
Acquire in an English Teacher-Training Program:
An Interim Report

Ayako SUZUK]I, Yoji KUDO,
Shigeyuki HIDAI, Hirobumi MATSUMOTO

Abstract

This paper is an interim report of collaborative research on competencies that student English
teachers should acquire in their teacher-training program. The Department of English Language
Education (DELE), the College of Humanities, Tamagawa University, has just been established in
April 2015, and it has a specialized English teacher-training course. Our research is an attempt to
specify competencies that student teachers need to develop in this course and make a Can-do list
for them. This report focuses on the curriculum of teacher training course and its compulsory
study-abroad program, as well as the current student-teachers’ perceptions and abilities. The first
section looks at changes surrounding English teacher-training in Japan. The second section
moves on to arguments about competencies required for English teachers both within and out-
side Japan. Then, the third section examines the curriculum of teacher training course in the
DELE and shows its features and challenges. Following this argument, the current student-
teachers’ perceptions of English and of instruction abilities are examined by using question-
naires. The fourth section investigates how study-abroad would affect their perceptions and abili-
ties. To conclude, the last section shows a plan of research in the next year.

Keywords: teacher-training program, curriculum, perceptions of English, teacher can-do, study-
abroad
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