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The Education Problem of “Weakening Children”
and Outdoor Education in the Taisho Period
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Abstract

This paper will analyze the progress that the problem of the increase of the “weakening children”
was established. It will also examine the significance of outdoor education which was practiced aim-
ing to solve the problem. The incorrect standard of physical measurements in “hatuikugaihyou' "
was the reason for the increase of “weakening children”. As a result a lot of healthy children were
divided to the ‘weakening children’. Therefore the outdoor education became popular which can
solve this serious education problem. While the outdoor education was practiced without the cor-
rect awareness of children’s bodies situation. As a result, the education problems were appeared
such as the discordance of education subject and the technique and so on. The outdoor education
was practiced only focusing on the problem without the awareness for fundamental factors as the
contradiction for social system and urban structure. This is the history limiting of outdoor education
in Taisho period.

keywords : Outdoor Education, Weakening Children, hatuikugaihyou, urban problem, natural
environment



