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The Hidden Rules in the Goju-on Collation Order of
Japanese Character String

Iwao MATSUYAMA

Abstract

The Goju-on collation order is the most widely used in sorting Japanese strings -- such as the
word order in dictionaries and indexes. It is based on the order of 50 basic syllabaries in Japanese.
However, details about the collation is not uniquely defined and some kind of variety on the rules ex-
ists. This article discusses the hidden rules in the widely accepted and traditional version of Goju-
on rules.

keywords : Goju-on order, dakuon (voiced) mark, han-dakuon (semi-voiced) mark, collation order,
orthography, Japanese dictionary, entrance examination



