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The Support of Note-taking for a Japanese Junior High
School Student with Dysgraphia for Two Years

Hirozumi KAWAKAMI - Eiichi YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

We supported a junior high school student with difficulty of note-taking for two years, while he
liked to read various books and enjoy talking. We recommended him to use “key word map”~ which
is much simpler and easier than Mind Map, Concept Map or so on. We chose the history as a subject
for teaching how to take notes with the map. The tutorial lesson had three steps; (1) he reminded
his lessons (using his notebook), (2)the instructor supplemented his understanding, (3)he im-
proved his map. We observed the development of his note-taking and motivation. It was not so dras-
tic but he was able to gradually write his notebook with the map, adding his idea, using an electric
dictionary for memorizing key words, and putting them with marks during classroom lessons and
drawing comic story. He could afford to listen to the classroom lessons and write his own maps and
to explain the lessons to his tutor. In addition, he began to use it in other subjects. However, wheth-
er he could write his map was depended on his commitment and his knowledge to the contents,
while the style of his note far from his friends’ ones was not welcome to his teachers. As the result
of our supports, the map has become one of his alternatives for note-taking.

keywords : Learning Disabilities (LD), dysgraphia, note-taking, support to dysgraphic student,
keyword map
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