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The Dwarf Gallery of Speyer Cathedral
—A Study on Its Symbolic Meaning and Religious Function—
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Abstract

One of the architectural elements that characterize Romanesque architecture is the dwarf gal-
lery. Among them, the dwarf gallery of Speyer Cathedral is famous for being the most beautiful and
complete. In this paper, I consider its symbolic meaning and religious function. It has been said that
the Lombardy region of Italy was the origin of dwarf galleries and high Romanesque architecture.
However, this architectural element was used in the Cathedrals of Trier and Speyer more than half a
century before Lombardy. I presume that the dwarf galleries, which have been regarded as merely
decorative elements, had religious and political functions and symbolic meanings associated with the
rituals of worshiping the emperor and the revelation of holy relics.
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