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Abstract

This paper explores possibilities in introducing brass instruments into secondary education of
music in the area of “playing instruments,” as instructed in the official Course of Study, in order to
suggest how the instruments that have rarely been used in everyday classes can be options to choose
from. The discussion will develop in the following three parts. The first section shows the current
circumstances of music education at secondary schools. Aside from traditional Japanese instruments,
instruments that students can play are quite limited, mostly recorders or guitars. The way teachers
pick up these certain instruments is in fact deeply involved with school textbooks. The second section
sheds light on the transition within the Course of Study and the change of the status of brass instru-
ments in it. The third section focuses on the three essential conditions to bring about musical instru-
ment education at secondary schools, the concept proposed by Kashishita Tatsuya, to discuss if brass
instruments can be satisfactory options. These three arguments lead to the realization that musical
instruments education stands a fair chance to be more diverse, and this paper presents practical ideas
to realize that potential.
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