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Vladimir Horowitz’s Virtuosity Given to
“Pictures at an Exhibition”
—A Study on “Pictures at an Exhibition” Arranged by Horowitz—
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Abstract

Vladimir Horowitz (1903—-1989), a leading pianist of the 20th century, arranged in a large way
“Pictures at an Exhibition” composed by Modesto Mussorgsky (1839-1881). This paper shows the
concrete content of the arrangement by Horowitz, with the purpose to clarify what the arrangement
technique suggests. Based on the sound source that serves as a useful reference, I carefully took
down not only the notes but also pedaling and dynamics. Arrangement techniques used by Horowitz
were classified into five items and they allow us to reconfirm the sound feeling that musicians should
acquire: the sensation of grasping various properties related to sound and music.

Keywords: Horowitz version, piano arrangement, Modesto Mussorgsky, “Pictures at an Exhibition”
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