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Two Kinds of Improvements

—Improvements in Japanese Kabuki Theater in the Middle of
the Meiji Period in Osaka and Tokyo—
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Abstract

According to published research journals, Kabuki improvement in Tokyo is described as the most
prominent in the Meiji period’s Kabuki improvement movement and theatre improvement theory.
For example, Taro Akiba said that the movement “had been stopped with nature” regarding Kabuki
improvement. He also stated about the improvement in Osaka in the same period, “There are no
words to describe what is being stimulated by Tokyo.”

But such description can be thought of as being insufficient and a misunderstanding from the
reasons that are stated below. First, in reality in Osaka activity began earlier than Tokyo: “The one
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stimulated by that in Tokyo” is a reference to the small improvement in Kabuki in Osaka. It had almost
ended in failure, but Kabuki improvement in Osaka had the cooperation of officials and inspired young
people, for example Sadanori Sudou, and Kabuki improvement in Tokyo led by authorities prepared a
new dramatic germination, and a correct evaluation has not been made about such a fact.

In this paper, so far, focusing on the neglected “Osaka Kabuki Improvement” , and based on
historical records that have not been adopted up until now such as one of the advocates for Osaka,
Junichiro Niwa's “Rondon-Shin-Hanjyoki” (1878), etc., I would like to clarify the actual state of the
history of Japanese modern theatre.

Keywords: Kabuki theatre, improvements in Kabuki, Shimpa theatre
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