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Abstract

From November 1909 to July 1910, Nobu Koda took a leave of absence from work at Tokyo Music
School and stayed in Europe for her musical carrier. She mainly studied the musical circumstances in
Berlin, Germany and Wien, Australia during her stay and in Paris, France and London, England on her
way back. Wide varieties of activities she had done such as attending concerts, visiting music schools
and classes, attending lessons, and interacting with the music community were revealed from the di-
ary she wrote during her stay.

From what she wrote about music in the diary, it is clear that she had profound musical ability,
sound criticism, abundant knowledge and understanding toward the past and contemporary music
of that time. Those abilities might have been reinforced during her stay in Europe. Moreover, it was
found that in the musical society she was in at that time, there was a kind of special network function-
ing among female musicians that enabled a wide variety of interaction among those at that time, and
she was in that community.
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After Nobu Koda returned to Japan, she could not belong to the Tokyo Music School and her
knowledge and ability to criticize had not been sufficiently utilized.

Keywords: Koda Nobu, musical circumstances in Europe, network among female musicians
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