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A Consideration of Methods to Prevent “Shouting”
in Voice Education for the Lower Grades of

Elementary School
—Tendencies Found in Field Studies—
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Abstract

Children’s “shouting-like singing” is an important issue in the practice of teaching singing in the
lower grades of elementary school. This “shouting” is not only unsuitable for musical expression but
can also result in the physical risk of damaging the vocal cords of children. Although previous studies
have discussed the “shouting” issue, no notion or theory has been commonly accepted; various
approaches have been attempted, but no method has been established as the standard. In the present
study, approaches to prevent “shouting” are divided into two groups by reviewing these preceding
studies. Through this analysis, this work presents the three necessary conditions for handling singing
lessons in the lower grades. Further, a new basic concept is proposed based on these conditions to
establish methods for preventing “shouting.”

Keywords: lower grades of elementary school, vocal instruction, shouting, natural voice
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