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What is the Subject Matter of Japanese Traditional Music
in Music Lessons at the Level of Compulsory Education?

—Through teacher training workshops for music teachers—
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Abstract

In this paper, the contents of Japanese traditional music, which teachers should deal with in
musical lessons at the level of compulsory education, are considered with music teachers at summer
seminars in 2014. Through activities of the seminars the contents are considered from the aspects of
“commonality” and “locality” of music in the world. As a result, it is evident that timbre, words, and
“ma” are essential contents to teach Japanese traditional music. Furthermore, four phases to approach
teaching traditional music to children are made clear: Sound Material, Call & Response, Phrasing and
Texture.

Keywords: Japanese Traditional Music, Commonality, Locality, Timbre, Words, Ma, Sound, Call & Re-
sponse, Phrasing, Texture
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