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Letters from Dignitaries for the 10™ Anniversary of
the Cherry Blossom Festival Performances
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Abstract

Congratulatory Letters from Dignitaries for the 10™ Anniversary of the Cherry Blossom Festival
Performances, with Summaries in Japanese Translation.

1. BFRHE HEMBEK

Ambassador and Consul General, Consulate General of Japan

With great pleasure, I extend my warmest congratulations to Tamagawa University’s Taiko Drum-
ming and Dance Troupe on their 10" anniversary tour of the U. S.

These gifted students from one of Japan’s foremost performing arts academies have brought the de-
lightful traditions of Japanese taiko drumming and folk dancing to the eastern coast of America each
year. Their audiences in New York, Philadelphia, and Washington, D. C., among other places, have
steadily grown, eagerly anticipating Tamagawa University’s lively and earnest performances. These
have served to unify the Japanese and American people in the spirit of cultural appreciation time and
time again.

For many here, the troupe’s rapturous drumming and beautiful whirlwind of dances during Sakura
Matsuri season mark the full bloom of cherry blossoms. I personally look forward to the Tamagawa
University group’s upcoming performance at the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, an annual event of
springtime grandeur, organized by the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia.

I wish the Taiko Drumming and Dancing Troupe of Tamagawa University another wonderful perfor-
mance today, a continuation of its decade-long tradition of excellence. And for all the group’s graduates,

I wish them the best and brightest futures in the years ahead!
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2. NXVILNXNZT7MEE Tom Corbett K

Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

It is my pleasure to congratulate Tamagawa University’s Taiko and Dance Group and the Department
of Arts on the 10" anniversary of their annual performance tour in the United States.

For the past 10 years, the Taiko and Dance Group has demonstrated a commitment to artistic excel-
lence and has enriched our communities through its outstanding performances. I commend the group
for their passion and dedication to the performing arts. It is my hope that they will continue to inspire
and entertain residents of the Commonwealth and others around the world for years to come.

As Governor, and on behalf of all Pennsylvanians, I am pleased to congratulate Tamagawa University’s
Taiko and Dance Group on the occasion of its 10" anniversary. Please accept my best wishes for an en-
joyable and memorable celebration and for continued success in the future.
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3. 74277 « 7wk Michael A. Nutter K

Mayor, City of Philadelphia

Greetings!

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Tamagawa University Taiko Drum and Dance Group on the
10™ Anniversary of the United States tour of Tamagawa University’s Department of Performing Arts and
express my appreciation to Professor Isaburoh Hanayagi, the talented performers, staff, and students of
Tamagawa University who have made this great cultural exchange possible.

Since the first tour in 2003, the Taiko Drum and Dance Group has brought hundreds of accomplished
student-performers to the East Coast for what has become an annually anticipated event throughout the
Philadelphia region. Each year, as spring approaches, we look forward to the opportunity to renew our
friendship with the Tamagawa students as they take part in the annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival.

For a decade now, Philadelphia audiences have enjoyed this exciting, costumed spectacle of dance
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and dramatic drum performance. The value of the bonds formed with area educational institutions, in-
cluding the University of the Arts, Swarthmore College, Haverford College, West Chester University,
Ursinus College, and the University of Pennsylvania, are immeasurable. In fact, this compelling intro-
duction to Japanese culture has inspired the formation of four Philadelphia-based taiko drum groups.

On behalf of the City of Philadelphia, I commend the Tamagawa University for sending their Taiko
Drum and Dance Group to our City for ten years and look forward to their return and the continuation
of the treasured friendship that has been enjoyed over this past decade.
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4. 74577 ¢« 7EHXKGSEFEE Kazumi Teune KX

Executive Director, Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia

On behalf of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia, I would like to congratulate Tamaga-
wa University on the 10" anniversary of the annual performance tour to the United States.

Ten years ago in 2003, I requested Tamagawa University’s Performing Arts Department participate in
the annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia. Since then Tamagawa Taiko and
Dance Group of over thirty students performed each spring at various institutions in the Philadelphia re-
gion.

Over the years, Tamagawa group became the center piece of Sakura Sunday, the largest outdoor
event during the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, which attracts over 10,000 attendees each year. Their
world-class performances have certainly earned media attention including local television coverage.

We certainly look forward to welcoming the Group many years to come. It is now unthinkable to plan
Philadelphia’s cherry blossom festival without the sound of thundering taiko drumming and energetic
vibrant dancing.
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5. 7> M DC BXRIGSEFHIEE Marc Hitzigk

Executive Director, The Japan-America Society of Washington DC
On behalf of the members and board of trustees of The Japan-America Society of Washington DC, we

would like to congratulate Tamagawa University in their 10" anniversary celebration of their annual per-
formance tour to the United States.

For over 55 years, The Japan-America Society of Washington DC has had the mission to educate the
Washington, DC Metropolitan area about Japanese culture. The support that Tamagawa University’s
Department of Arts gives to our Society has been a huge assistance to help us with our mission. The
hard work the students put into their performance each year has been well received, and is always one
of the most popular attractions at Sakura Matsuri — Japanese Street Festival.

Japan-America Society of Washington DC looks forward to a long continued tradition of hosting
Tamagawa University students, and working together to promote and educate the Washington DC area
about the wonderful things Japan has to offer. The Tamagawa University and Japan-America Society of
Washington DC’s relationship is an anchor to the bond of friendship residing in the long-standing Japan-
US connection.

Thank you very much for the many years of support, and we hope for many more to come.
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6. £REFHZAERMM® Diana M. Mayhew K

President, National Cherry Blossom Festival, Inc.

On behalf of the National Cherry Blossom Festival, I would like to congratulate Tamagawa University
on the 10" anniversary of the annual performance tour to the United States and spirited participation in
the start of spring in Washington, DC celebrating the gift of cherry trees from Tokyo to Washington DC.
Tamagawa University’s energetic taiko drumming and dancing during the National Cherry Blossom
Festival is always met with great fanfare. Attendees seek out the group’s performance during the Na-
tional Cherry Blossom Festival Parade® and Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street Festival — two of the Festi-
val’s largest spectator events held on its finale weekend — and additional venues throughout the region

including the renowned Kennedy Center.
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The world-class performances from Tamagawa University Taiko Drumming and Dance Troupe have
earned increased media attention over the years, including local television coverage. Notably, photo-
graphs have been printed on multiple occasions in one of the nation’s and region’s most visible newspa-
pers, The Washington Post.

The Tamagawa University Taiko Drumming and Dance Troupe’s visit and participation is an exciting
annual tradition that we hope continues for many years to come. The National Cherry Blossom Festival
is proud to have your participation.
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7. ATV —AET7KFEZRK Rebecca Choppk

President, Swarthmore College

It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge the significant contribution of Tamagawa University’s De-
partment of Arts and its students to our artistic and cultural environment, specifically within our Depart-
ments of Music and Dance, Modern Languages and Literatures, and Art. Moreover, I am aware of the
broad exposure across the Northeast region the Tamagawa Dance and Taiko Ensemble has enjoyed,
performing for thousands of audience members over the past ten years in important theaters such as the
Kennedy Center in Washington D. C. and universities in Philadelphia, New York, and Boston. Tamaga-
wa Dance and Taiko is also an important component of Philadelphia’s Cherry Blossom Festival, a very
popular event attracting up to 80,000 spectators, sponsored by the Japan America Society of Greater Phil-
adelphia.

And closer to home, I am happy to say how successful the annual Tamagawa Dance and Taiko perfor-
mances have been in concerts here at Swarthmore over the past decade. Beginning with Tamagawa’s
very first performance, all concerts have sold out at our Lang Concert Hall. Over the past few years we
have been in the enviable position of having to develop strategies in order to avoid having to turn away
up to two hundred would-be audience members seeking a seat in the theater.

We have been proud to serve as the Tamagawa Dance and Taiko Group’s second home while in the
United States and, as a “Sister Institution,” together we have provided significant cultural, artistic, and in-
tellectual exchanges for our students, faculty, administrators, and communities. Two of our students
chose to study abroad at Tamagawa, and both are now performing in professional Taiko ensembles in
both the United States and Japan. Our own Dance Program’s Taiko ensemble regularly performs reper-
tory works of the Tamagawa Dance and Taiko Ensemble. Each year, Swarthmore students from our
Program of Japanese Language and Culture meet with Tamagawa dancers and drummers as part of a

cultural and personal exchange, sharing ideas, making friends and pen pals, and, in so doing, promoting
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international understanding.

We are indebted to you for helping to facilitate our selection of a member of Tamagawa’s faculty for
our Cornel Visiting Professorship. We were pleased to meet with Tamagawa administrators and faculty
as part of the research and development for your Department of Arts. The beautiful Katazome created
by Tamagawa’s Art Program in 2004 hangs in our Lang Performing Arts Center as a permanent symbol
of our much valued on-going relationship.

We look forward to future international tours for the Tamagawa Dance and Taiko Group. Their home
away from home awaits them.
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8. N—N—T4#—NKBET7IT7HEZHIFE Hank GlassmanKk

Associate Professor of East Asian Studies, Haverford College

I am writing today to offer our heartiest congratulations on a decade of vibrant, successful, enriching
performances in the United States. The young people and teaching staff of the Department of Arts of
Tamagawa University are true ambassadors of Japanese culture. Our students at Haverford College,
and at Bryn Mawr, look forward to the visit each year we host the Taiko and Dance Troupe and hun-
dreds of local people from the Philadelphia area also come to see the performance. It is always a greatly
anticipated and celebrated event.

The colors, the excitement, and the artistry are dazzling. The moves are well choreographed and the
music inspires. What comes across most strongly, however, is the sincerity and joy of the students. This
is what takes our breath away every time. Especially the 2011 performance, not one month after the
Kant6 Tohoku dais hinsai, was extremely moving. The gratitude for support and the raw honesty of the

still-heartbroken students, along with their commitment to put on a great show was palpable.
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This human aspect is what we, as an educational institution, value the most. At Haverford and Bryn
Mawr colleges, we teach between 70 and 90 Japanese language students a year across four years. When
the Tamagawa students come, our students spend an entire day being with them, practicing Japanese,

making friends. Here are a few things the students said about their experience of the visit last year:

The intricate—and numerous dance styles I saw! I love how there is meaning to each one.

IZLDT HARANELZEBIZR D F Lo T TSEELDoTT e 2 SAHLRFHZGFG L F L7
I won't forget meeting them at the train station and talking to them in Japanese for the first time.
Besides the fact that I will never forget the performance (it was incredibly beautiful and awe-inspiring)
I will never forget how amazing it was to be able to talk to actual Japanese people my own age to have
them understand me, and for me to understand them, is a feeling I will never forget. 5 L T, IrE
DRI E TT ]

1 definitely will not forget the Taiko performance nor the friends I made.

1 was so impressed by their commitment to the practices and performances. I think they can be so pro-
fessional in Taiko/Dance at such a young age because they enjoy what they are doing, and put all their

efforts into it. The commitment is so pure and touching that I won’t forget for a long time.

Again, congratulations on the great success of this program. We offer you our deepest gratitude as
well for engaging our senses, inspiring our students, and educating our community about Japanese Cul-

ture. We look forward to our 2014 performance and many years of fruitful exchange.

(E#D

IANF=HEINLEZE BSOS LVI0EMOT7 A ) A TORE, LI )BHVHEL ETFES, EIK
FRZERMEER O F A JeAE 1 H AR AL O K A# T3 Haverford College & Bryn Mawr D524, 2 LT 7 4
TTFNT 4 T OHIEDOANLITVOLBLAIZLTVET,

AHITEEER P TEMBTH Y, B D FELIFEESL LD OTY, LA L—FolhidstdEc
To WOMWMEOSDMELL, ZLTLPLELATVALRIIRZEZIVOLEZDATHE T, Fi
011EDORIEKREXEZONFIIENONT A, DEHIFTHELEHORFFL LA L AW 2 %28
SATHICH bIALLI ORI E L,

HERBEE LT, BAERZHI Vo ABMEEZEHLTCVWET, FAREOHL v U TIIHARE LM
WY AFENBY, ENOFEE —HITHI L, KEICZ>TWET,

D S ORMTY,

CRBIZK B VATL2 L — A= ADPREUZDREZLE T F LT,

DT, HRAEEKZEBIZR D F Lz §3EEL2572TT, 2 SAHREZFELEL
72

CBRTHES EaWv, MO THAREZELE L7,

- ANEEARD 29 7205 FIROHARADOHE LFEE-E0E BNV BEWEZ IR,
CORINIENT A SHEFEDSKIF & T |

CREDFHLWKEDENTEA |

RIS B IERICOERFTNE Lz B DDV BBHID L) % L XV OEWATEITEE D



A IR RS

Tadashi Koyama and Yumiko Matsumura
BN Bro72e M), HBRBLEEEZENIEA,

BB RO BHD S E BRCT 5 L L b IZ, FAERHIBRO N5 & 0% L HAL A # 2 T
CP2SBT EITmME LTOET, KM AH LA LA LTOET,



