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Las Casas’ critique of the Notification (Requerimiento):
His theological view point on ‘punitive war’

Aono, Kazuhiko

Abstract

The Notification, or the Requerimiento in Spanish, was a legal document or declaration that was written by Palacios
Rubios, a Spanish Dominican jurist in 1513. It enabled the Spanish monarchy to legitimize its dominion over the newly
discovered West Indies, which they called ‘Las Indias,” as well as to Christianize the native inhabitants. It also justified how
the Monarch would subjugate these people by a ‘punitive war if they refused to accept the Notification.

Bartolomé de Las Casas, a Spanish Dominican, harshly criticized the Notification, saying that it lacked both legal and
theological grounds in several of his books such as “The History of the Indies (Historia de las Indias)” and “The Only Way to
Draw All People to a True Religion (De unico vocationis modo omnium gentium ad veram religionem).” He also denied
these grounds from his scholastic viewpoints, especially in the latter book, defending the natural rights of the indigenous
people.

In this thesis, I aim to clarify his basic theological viewpoints on the punitive war, focusing on both his idea of ‘peaceful
evangelization' and referring to some dominant ideas on the sovereignty of the kings of Spain and the popes in 16th century
Spain. Having examined Las Casas’ books, including those mentioned above, I concluded that he was convinced that waging
such a merciless war was illegal and totally contrary to God’s salvific will, which he believed is caused by His goodness and
applies to all humans, regardless of their race.

Keywords: The Notification (Requerimiento), punitive war, theory of the pope’s supremacy, theory of just war, peaceful

evangelization, charity(caritas), law of nations (ius gentium), natural slave, divininity



