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An Overview of the Arguments on English Education in Japanese
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Public Elementary Schools

Matsumoto, Yumi

Abstract

A variety of arguments are being debated pointing to an epoch-making revision of government curriculum guidelines where
foreign language activity in elementary schools is to be converted into academic subjects. The modified curriculum would
resolve two predominant problems in English education in elementary schools including the interconnection of the teaching
methods of elementary school English and those of junior high school with the introduction of literacy. However, it is
important to find an appropriate balance between experiencing a different culture and acquiring the foreign language itself.
As a matter of fact, the history of the modification of the educational system of English has shown that both these issues
should be respected. Considering the changing policies in English education, this paper proposes a well balanced elementary
English education design for Japan.

Keywords: exposure to different cultures, second language acquisition, historical change of educational policies



