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Effective Storytelling in English Classes
at Japanese Elementary Schools

Matsumoto, Yumi

This paper proposes that establishing specific methods of reading English picture books would have immeasurable positive
effects on understanding such books and would consequently lead to an improvement in the English ability of young children.
Methods should be established to help young children understand the stories well enough to sense both the phonological and
semantic characteristics of the English language. The techniques and devices of language and the styles embedded in
picture books should be examined closely by the teachers beforehand. It is also proposed that a guidebook should be made
to allow teachers to recognize such techniques. Only through these methods would children be in a position to negotiate the
narrative world of picture books, and only then could the English language be used successfully to convey the themes and
the story of each book.

Keywords: English Picture books, Storytelling, Repetition



