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Reconsideration of Tourism in Taiwan under
Japanese Rule

Takeshi SOYAMA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is a reconsideration of tourism in Taiwan under Japanese rule, 1895-1945,
by a review of the research I have conducted on Taiwanese tourism. Colonial Tuiwan and Modern Tour-
ism (Soyama 2003) analyzes the formation of tourism in Taiwan under the Japanese rule, but it does not
discuss the actual circumstances of individual Taiwanese travelers. Therefore I decided to interview Tai-
wanese who lived in colonial Taiwan. From the interviews I discovered that many Taiwanese took field
trips that Taiwan’s educational institutions conducted. These field trips make a contribution in shaping
the Taiwanese travel experience. A previous study that was based on the interviews brought about fur-
ther research about field trips in colonial Taiwan which helped to clarify points at issue of the framework
of the Japanese empire.

Keywords: Taiwan under Japanese rule, Taiwan Government General, tourism, field trips



