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An Evaluation of the

“Special Studies in the Humanities” Course on 2012

Michiko KAYASHIMA ", Miyoko UI", Shinichi KOTABE
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Abstract

We designed the course “Special Studies in the Humanities” on the theme “Poverty and Assis-
tance” to improve students’ “comprehensive learning and its application,” which is one of the com-
petencies to be acquired after taking the bachelor’s degree. The course is composed of three parts:
a lecture from an academic perspective, a lecture by a person who works for the local government
and fieldwork at Kotobuki-cho. We also had students to draw a concept map about “Poverty and As-
sistance” four times in the course to promote and externalize their understanding of the theme. In
consequence, students, who understood the poverty only as the current state of a poor person be-
fore taking the course, came to understand the social structure of poverty after the lecture from an
academic perspective. Students broadened their knowledge of the necessary methods to assist the
poor through the lecture by a local government agent. Finally, after a field work, students increased
the knowledge concerning how to support the poor such as a volunteer and they understood poverty
as a familiar problem.

Keywords: integration of knowledge, evaluation of course, concept map, higher education



